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STEWARTRY  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT 


-o- 


REPORT 


by 


THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


STEWARTRY  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT. 


To 

THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  FOR  SCOTLAND, 

THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL, 

THE  TOWN  COUNCILS  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT, 
CASTLE-DOUGLAS,  DALBEATTIE, 

NEW  GALLOWAY,  AND  GATEHOUSE. 

My  Lord,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  of  the  County  for  the  year  1951. 

I have  to  record  with  sincere  regret  the  death  of  Dr  Alexander 
Fraser  on  October  25th. 

Dr  Fraser  was  appointed  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright  in  1930.  During  these  21  years  he 
gave  of  his  best  to  the  work  of  this  County,  and  held  as  his  ideal 
the  furtherance  of  preventive  medicine  and  the  improvement  of 
social  and  environmental  conditions.  The  years  between  1948  and 
1951  were  years  of  transition  and  very  difficult  years  for  all 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  as  they  marked  the  initiation  of  the 
Health  Scheme  under  the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act, 
1947,  but  Dr  Fraser  brought  to  all  difficulties  a patience  and  single 
mindedness  and  he  has  left  behind  a Department  fully  up  to  date 
with  the  new  Schemes  running  smoothly. 

Dr  Fraser  took  particular  interest  in  organising  two  of  these 
Schemes:  one  the  Home  Help  Scheme  mention  of  which  is  made 
in  another  part  of  this  report,  and  the  other  the  plans  for  the 
establishment  of  a Home  for  the  aged  at  Carlingwark  House,  Just 
before  his  death  he  had  completed  the  purchase  of  all  the  furnish- 
ings and  equipment  for  this  house,  and  was  looking  forward  to  the 
day  when  it  would  be  opened  as  an  Eventide  Home. 

At  a special  meeting  of  the  County  Council  on  October  30th 
I was  appointed  to  act  as  Interim  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
County,  and  on  November  20th  Dr  Grace  Fleming  took  up  duty 
as  temporary  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  show  a very  favourable  trend.  The 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  the  lowest  on  record  namely  29;  this 
figure,  compared  with  that  for  Scotland  as  a whole  which  is  37,  is 


a most  satisfactory  one.  There  were  no  Maternal  deaths.  The 
Mortality  rate  from  Tuberculosis  is  0.29 — the  lowest  on  record. 

Efforts  towards  the  eventual  eradication  of  Diphtheria  in  the 
Countv  appear  duly  rewarded  in  a period  of  three  years  free  from 
this  preventable  disease. 

The  initiation  of  the  Home  Help  Scheme  and  the  purchase  of 
Carling-wark  House  as  an  Eventide  Home  may  be  regarded  as  the 
two  outstanding  developments  of  the  year.  Carlingwark  House  is 
beautifully  situated,  in  its  own  grounds,  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
town,  and  it  is  hoped  to  provide  there  for  the  accommodation  of 
some  30  old  people. 

It  is  significant  that  both  these  Schemes  serve  the  same  pur- 
pose, they  serve  to  relieve  distress  and  to  promote  happiness 
amongst  members  of  the  community  who  are  temporarily  or  per- 
manently unfit  to  carry  on  without  help. 

I have  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  help  and  encourage- 
ment I have  received  from  members  of  the  Council,  from  the 
Heads  of  Departments  and  their  staffs,  and  from  the  staff  of  the 
Health  and  Social  Welfare  Department  who  have  co-operated  so 
loyally  with  me  during  these  past  three  months. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ISOBEL  C.  BROWN. 


Health  and  Social  Welfare  Department, 
Dunmuir  Road, 

Castle-Douglas. 

1952. 


STAFF. 


O 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Chief  Social  Welfare  Officer: 

ALEXANDER  FRASER,  M.D.,  D.P.FI.  (Died  25th  October, 
1951). 

Interim  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Appointed  30th  October,  1951): 
ISOBEL  C.  BROWN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Temporary  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

GRACE  A.  FLEMING,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Appointed  20th  November, 
1951). 

Dental  Officer: 

JEAN  F.  MILLER,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.Ed. 

County  Sanitary  Inspector: 

WILLIAM  CLEMIE  (Appointed  20th  December,  1951). 

Area  Sanitary  Inspectors: 

ARTHUR  M‘CLUNE. 

WILLIAM  LOCHHEAD  (Appointed  1st  March,  1951). 

Milk  Sampling  Officers  and  Inspectors  of  Dairy  Methods: 

MARGARET  K.  RUSSELL,  N.D.D.,  C.D.D.,  C.D.P.  (Hons). 
STELLA  E.  MEREDITH  (Resigned  15th  June,  1951). 

AGNES  W.  YOUNG,  C.D.D. 

ELLEN  D.  GRICE,  N.D.D.,  C.D.D. 

ELIZABETH  M.  WILL,  N.D.D.H.,  S.D.D.  (Appointed  2nd 
July,  1951). 

Social  Welfare  Department: 

Chief  Social  Welfare  Assistant  ALEXANDER  FLOYD 

Social  Welfare  Assistant  ALBERT  OMISSI 

Nursing  Staff: 

Supervisor  of  Midwives  MARGARET  MacVICAR 

School  Nurse/Tuberculosis  Visitor  JEAN  FARRIES 

School  Nurse/Tuberculosis  Visitor  MARGARET  FLOYD 

School  Nurse/Tuberculosis  Visitor  ILENE  M‘GILL 


District  Nurse /Midwife /Health  Visitors: 


Rerrick  

Borgue  

Castle-Douglas  Landward 
Castle-Douglas  Burgh  

Kirkmabreck  

Dalbeattie  Landward  

Dalbeattie  Burgh  

Gatehouse  

Glenkens  

Kirkcudbright  

Kirkpatrick-Durham  

Minnigaff  

New  Abbey,  Troqueer  .... 


MARION  C.  M‘NAE 

CATHERINE  M.  LESLIE 

ISABELLA  S.  M'LELLAN 

CHRISTINA  W.  HART 

(Appointed  15th  February,  1951). 

ELIZABETH  MURRAY 

FLORENCE  A.  CRERAR 

....  KATHLEEN  H.  GOURLAY 

AGNES  L.  WATSON 

HELEN  M‘CARTNEY 

...  MARIA  J.  A.  CHAMBERRY 

MARY  G.  KINSTREY 

ISOBEL  R.  F.  WOODS 

ANNIE  W.  WOOD 


Terregles,  Lochrutton,  Troqueer 


MARY  MUIR 


Twynholm  and  Tongland 


ANNE  STRACHAN 


Relief  CHRISTINE  STUART 

(Appointed  16th  May,  1951). 
Dental  Attendant  ELIZABETH  E.  M‘DERMID 


Clerical  Staff: 


Chief  Clerk  

Clerk  

Senior  Typist  

Shorthand  Typist/Clerkess 
Shorthand  Typist/Clerkess 
Shorthand  Typist/Clerkess 
Shorthand  Typist/Clerkess 
Shorthand  Typist/Clerkess 
Shorthand  Typist/Clerkess 


JOHN  M.  WELSH 

ROBERT  E.  KIRKPATRICK 

ANNIE  FRAME 

MORNA  S.  CRAIG 

ELIZABETH  WOLFE 

CATHERINE  N.  GILKISON 

HELEN  J.  JOHNSTONE 

JEAN  E.  RIDDICK 

MARGARET  M.  SMART 

(Appointed  3rd  January,  1951). 
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STEWARTRY  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT 


o- 


Report  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1951. 


o- 


MEDICAL  SERVICES. 


Vital  Statistics. 


The  area  of  the  County  is  now  approximately  605,341  acres 
(Landward  602,105  and  Burghal  3,236). 

The  population  of  the  County  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  to  the  middle  of  the  year  is  as  follows:  — 

Landward  20,758 

Burgh  of  Kirkcudbright  2,521 

Burgh  of  Castle-Douglas  3,338 

Burgh  of  Dalbeattie  3,316 

Burgh  of  Gatehouse  882 

Burgh  of  New  Galloway  309 


31,124 


BIRTHS.— T he  total  live  births  registered  in  the  County  after 
correction  for  transfers  was  516 — males  281,  females  235,  of  which 
37 — 17  males  and  20  females  were  illegitimate.  The  birth  rate  per 
1,000  of  the  population  was  16.6,  while  the  illegitimate  rate  per 
100  live  births  was  7.2.  The  total  births  show  a decrease  of  25  and 
the  illegitimate  births  an  increase  of  5 when  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

DEATHS. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year 
after  correction  for  transfers  was  386 — males  193,  females  193,  a 
decrease  of  13  when  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  death 
rate  from  all  causes  was  12.4  per  1,000  of  the  population.  Table 
V.I.  shows  deaths  classified  according  to  disease  and  age  period. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  numbered  15 — 8 males  and  7 
females,  a decrease  of  5 when  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  29  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  total  births  exceeded  the  total  deaths  by  130,  constituting 
the  natural  increase  in  the  population. 
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The  following  statement  compares  the  Birth,  Death,  and 
Infant  Mortality  Rates  of  the  Stewartry  with  those  of  Scotland  as 
a whole  during  the  past  10  years. 


Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Year 

Stewartry 

Scotland 

Stewartry 

Scotland 

Stewartry 

Scotland 

1942 

17.0 

18.1 

12.5 

13.0 

59.0 

69.0 

1943 

16.6 

18.9 

13.7 

13.3 

42.0 

65.0 

1944 

18.2 

19.2 

14.5 

12.9 

70.0 

65.0 

1945 

16.7 

16.9 

12.8 

13.2 

44.0 

56.0 

1946 

20.0 

20.3 

14.4 

13.1 

39.0 

54.0 

1947 

20.1 

22.0 

13.0 

12.9 

40.0 

56.0 

1948 

18.6 

19.4 

13.3 

11.8 

64.0 

45.0 

1949 

17.7 

18.5 

11.9 

12.3 

37.0 

41.0 

1950 

17.6 

17.9 

13.0 

12.4 

37.0 

39.0 

1951 

16.6 

17.7 

12.4 

12.9 

29.0 

37.0 

The  deaths  according  to  the  Registrar  General  are  here 
arranged  in  recognised  periods  and  the  percentage  proportion  of 
deaths  of  each  period  given:  — 


Tnfant  Period  

Pre-school  Age  

School  Age  

Adolescent  

Early  Mature  Period 
Late  Mature  Period  . 
Post  Mature  Period 


• Under  1 year  ... 

.1-5  years  

.5-15  years  

.15-25  years  

.25-45  years  

. 45-65  years  

.65  and  upwards 


15  deaths  or  3.89%. 

2 deaths  or  0.52% 

2 deaths  or  0.52% 

5 deaths  or  1.29% 

27  deaths  or  6.99% 
.78  deaths  or  20.21% 
257  deaths  or  66.58% 


DEATHS  IN  INSTITUTIONS.— 106  deaths  occurred  in 
institutions — 34  within  and  72  outwith  the  County.  The  details 
are  as  follows:  — 

Dumfries  and  Galloway  Royal  Infirmary,  39;  Crichton  Royal 
Institution,  14;  Cresswell  Counties  Maternity  Hospital,  6;  Moat- 
brae  Nursing  Home,  1;  Newton-Stewart  I.D.  Hospital,  2;  Charn- 
wood  Home,  Dumfries,  2;  Lochmaben  Sanatorium,  3;  Rowantree 
House,  Thornhill,  1;  Children’s  Hospital,  Glasgow,  1;  Edinburgh 
Royal  Infirmary,  1;  Victoria  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  1;  Parkhead 
I.D.  Hospital,  Dumfries,  1;  Kirkcudbright  Cottage  Hospital,  7; 
Castle-Douglas  Cottage  Hospital,  20;  Grove  Auxiliarv  Hospital, 
1 ; Burnside  House,  Kirkcudbright,  6. 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 


35. 


36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 


TABLE  V.l. — Deaths  according  to  Disease  and  Age  Periods. 


Typhoid  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid)  .. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  

Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping  Cough  

Diphtheria  

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

Syphilis  

Influenza  

Measles  

Other  Infectious  or  Parasitic  Diseases  ... 

Cancer,  Malignant  Tumours  

Tumours,  Non-Malignant  or  Not  Defined 

Acute  Rheumatism  

Diabetes  Mellitus  

Other  General  Diseases  

Meningitis,  Diseases  of  Spinal  Cord  

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  

Heart  Disease  

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

Gastric  and  Duodenal  Ulcer  

Diarrhoea  (all  ages)  

Appendicitis  

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

Other  Diseases  of  Liver  

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

Nephritis,  Acute  or  Chronic  

Other  Diseases  of  Genito-Urinary  System 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

Other  Puerperal  Causes  

Diseases  of  Skin  and  Organs  of  Move- 
ment   

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth, 

Malformation,  &c 

Old  Age  

Suicide  

Road  Transport  Accidents  

Other  Violence  

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown  


85 

All  and 

Ages  M.  F.  -1  1-  5-  10-  15-  25-  35-  45-  55-  65-  75-  over 


7 5 2 — — — — 1 — — 2 2 2 — — 
2 — 2 — — — — — 1 1 — — — — — 
3 3 — — — — — — — — 1—  1 1 — 

9 5 4 — — — — — — 1 — — 2 4 2 


4 2 2 — — 1 — — — 1 1 1 — — — 

62  27  35  — — — — — 1 3 10  15  21  12  — 

2 1 1 — — — — — — — 1 — — 1 — 


4 2 2 — — — — — — — 1—  2 1 — 

6 3 3 1 — — — 1 — — 3 — — 1 — 


7 4 3 — — — 1 — — 1 1 1 2 1 — 

117  53  64  — — — — — — 3 6 15  23  45  25 

59  33  26  — — — — — _ 1 3 4 19  28  4 

9 3 6 — — — — — — — — 1 1 6 1 

9 2 7 1 — — — _ 1—3  — 1 l 2 

3 1 2 — — — — — — _ — l l — l 

3 2 1 — — — — _ _ _ 1_  1 1 — 

2 2 — 1 — — — — — — — _ 1 — — 


1 

2 

2 

6 


— 2 — — — _ _ — 1 1 _ 1 

5 1 — — — — — — _ 1 — 2 


3 


11  6 5 10  1—  — — — — — — — — 

23  9 14  — — — — — — — — _ 1 12  10 

2 — 2 — 1—  _ _ ~i  Z Z Z Z Z Z 

21  17  4 2 — — _ 3 9 1_  _ 3 1 2 

9 5 4 — _ _ _ __  _ l — 4 2 2 


All  Causes 


386  193  193  15  2 1 1 5 13  14  37  41  88  120  49 


' 
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TABLE  V.2. 
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TABLE  V.3.— Infant  Mortality. 
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LOCAL  AUTHORITY  SERVICES. 

Section  22— Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

A and  Post  NataI  Clinics.-There  are  no  Local 

Authority  Clinics  within  the  Countv.  The  general  Supervision  is 
in  the  hanas  of  the  family  Medical  Attendant  and  the  District 
Nurse.  Patients  who  are  to  be  confined  in  Cresswell  Counties 
Maternity  Hospital  attend  the  Clinic  there.  The  total  attendances 
at  dns  Clinic  were  678—133  new  ante-natal  cases,  435  revisits  and 
11(1  post  natal  cases.  During  the  year  316  patients  were  admitted 
and  deliveries  numbered  264. 

u ™e  C1,mc.  held  at  CastIe~Douglas  Cottag-e  Hospital  bv  Cress- 
well  Staff  continues  to  operate  for  the  benefit  of  patients  from  the 
Westerns^  of  the  County.  During  the  year  148  patients  attended 
this  Clinic,  the  number  of  attendances  by  these  patients  being  487. 

and  CWU wy,rd  ni!d  Wdfare  Clini‘c* —There  are  no  Maternitv 
and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  in  this  County.  Such  Clinics,  combined 

with  home  visiting,  constitute  a Health  Department’s  principal 
eac  ing  service  for  mothers  with  young  children,  and  the  possib- 
ility of  establishing  one  or  two  such  clinics  in  the  more  populated 
areas  should  be  considered.  The  baby  weighing  centre  at  Dalbeattie 
continues  to  operate  under  the  supervision  of  the  District  Nurse. 

Dental  Treatment.— It  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  provide 
dental  treatment  under  this  service.  P 

Section  23 — Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Total  number  of  births  occurring  in  the  Area  during  the 
year  that  is  before  correction  for  mothers’  residence 

Live  Births— 261;  Still  Births— 5;  Total  266 

II.  Total  number  of  births  occurring  in  institutions 

(including  private  maternity  homes)  Nj] 

HI.  Total  number  of  births  occurring  at  home  266 

IV.  Number  of  births  in  (III)  classified  to  show  nature  of 
attendance  at  birth: — 


Cases  dealt  with  under  Section 
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(d)  Private  Practising  Midwives 

(e)  TOTALS  
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V.  Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned 
under  Section  22.(1)  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act, 

1915,  by  a midwife  Nil 

VI.  Administration  of  Analgesics. 

(a)  Number  of  midwives  qualified-  to  administer 

analgesics  14- 

(b)  Number  of  midwives  who  received  their  training 

during  the  year  Nil 

(c)  Numbers  of  sets  of  apparatus  in  use  at  the  end  of 

the  year  14 

(d)  Number  of  sets  on  order  at  the  end  of  the  year  Nil 

(e)  Number  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  was  admin- 
istered by  midwives-  in  domiciliary  practice  during 


the  year  155 

( f ) Number  of  cases  in  which  pethidine  was  admin- 
istered by  midwives  in  domiciliary  practice  during 
the  year  76 

VII.  Number  of  cars  in  use  by  midwives  at  the  end  of  the 

year  16 


Section  24 — Health  Visiting. 


First  Visits 

Total  Visits 

Expectant  Mothers  

88 

268 

Children  under  1 year  

307 

5185 

Children  between  the  ages  of  1 

and  5 135 

4033 

Tuberculosis  Cases  

32 

742 

Other  Cases  

35 

422 

597 

10,650 

* These  visits  do  not  include  visits  paid  by  a midwife/health 
vis’tor  who  attended  the  confinment  as  a midwife  or  maternity 
nurse.  In  addition  to  these,  1862  visits  (including  264  first,  visits) 
were  paid  to  expectant  mothers  whose  confinements  were  attended 
by  midwife/health  visitors. 


Section  25 — Home  Nursing. 


Number  of  cases  attended  by  District  Nurses  1,860 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  these  cases  23,866 
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Section  26 — Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

The  following-  table  shows  the  number  of  Vaccinations  carried 
out  during  the  year:  — 


Primary  Vaccinations  Re- Vaccinations 

Year  of  Birth  Positive  Negative  Positive  Negative 

1951  132  1 — — 

1950  108  2 — — 

1949  10  — — — 

1948-1937  5 — 12  — 

1936  or  earlier  6 — 64  2 


261  3 76  2 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. — Facilities  for  immunisa- 
tion against  Diphtheria  are  offered  by  the  Local  Authority  and  an 
exceptionally  good  response  has  always  been  obtained.  It  is  honed 
that  by  next  year  an  effective  Immunising  Antigen  against  || 
Whooping  Cough  will  be  supplied  on  the  free  list,  as  the  number 
of  parents  making  requests  for  such  immunisation  is  steadilv  in- 
creasing. When  a child  attains  the  age  of  9 months,  a form  is 
sent  to  the  parent,  with  a request  for  it  to  be  completed,  stating 
whether  they  wish  immunisation  to  be  carried  out  by  the  family 
doctor  or  by  a full-time  member  of  the  Authority’s  staff.  If  no 
response  is  received  to  this  first  notice,  a second  notice  is  sent.  At 
present  a complete  and  accurate  figure  as  to  the  total  number  of 
children  immunised  is  not  obtainable  as  the  returns  of  all  cases  are 
not  received  from  the  medical  practitioners.  The  numbers  given 
below  are  the  numbers  of  actual  returns  received  from  general 
practitioners  and  from  the  full-time  medical  staff. 

Number  of  Children 

who  completed  a full  course  Number  of  maintenance 
of  immunisation  during  the  injections  given  during 


Year  of  Birth 

year 

the  y< 

1951 

13 



1950 

204 



1949 

97 



1948 

20 



1947 

3 

3 

1946 

1 

241 

1945 

1 

58 

1944 

— 

13 

1943 



16 

1942 



34 

1941 



31 

1940 



11 

1939 

— 

6 

1938 

— 

6 

1937 



29 

1936  or  earlier 

2 

341 

5 

453 
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Section  27 — Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

S:nce  1(.)48  the  care  of  the  tuberculous  has  been  taken  over  bv 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  but  the  Local  Authority  is  still 
responsible  for  the  supervision  of  the  social  and  environmental  con- 
ditions of  such  patients,  and  for  this  purpose  home  visits  are  paid 
bv  Medical  Officers  and  Nurses  and  reports  as  to  conditions  and 
names  of  contacts  sent  to  Dr  Clayson,  Dumfries  and  Galloway 
Sanatorium,  Lochmaben. 

Patients  attend  for  examination  at  Clinics  held  at  Lochmaben 
and  Dumfries  and  now  at  the  most  recently  opened  Clinic  at  New- 
ton-Stewart.  The  establishment  of  the  Clinic  at  Newton-Stewari 
has  been  of  the  greatest  service  to  our  patients  resident  in  the 
western  area  of  the  County.  This  Department  expresses  its  sincere 
appreciation  to  Dr  Clayson  and  to  the  members  of  his  staff  for  the 
co-operation  and  help  given  so  willingly  at  all  times. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year 
was  27,  Pulmonary  25,  Non-Pulmonary  2.  Of  the  Pulmonarv  cases 
one  left  the  district  and  in  one  case  the  diagnosis  was  revised 
leaving  23  new  Pulmonary  and  2 new  Non-Pulmonary  cases  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
new  cases:  — 
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The  notifications  will  be  found  classified  according-  to  Area 
and  Burgh  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  Table. 


The  following-  table  shows  the  occupations  of  the  cases 
notified : — 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


Males 


Scholars  , 2 

Infants  1 

Domestic  Workers  1 

Factory  Workers  1 

Agriculture  1 

Clerical  — 

Labourer  2 

Lithographer  1 

Hairdresser  1 

Nurse  — 

TT  tired  1 


11 


Females 

4 

Males 

Females 

6 

1 

1 1 1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

14  11 


The  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  was  9 (Pulmonary 
7,  Non-Pulmonary  2).  The  classification  was  as  follows: — 

Under  Over 

1 1-5  5-10  10-15  15-25  25-35  35-45  45-65  65  Total 

Pulmonary  — — — — 1 — — 4 2 7 

Non-Pulmonary  — — 1 1 — — 2 


— — — — 11142, 9 


Five  of  the  deaths  occurred  at  home.  The  remainder  occurred 
in  the  following  institutions: — Lochmaben  Sanatorium — 3;  Dum- 
fries Infirmary — 1. 


The  period  elapsing  between  notification  and 
follows : — 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Not  notified  or  notified  only  at  or  after  death  2 1 

Notified  less  than  1 month  before  death  - — — 

Notified  from  1 to  3 months  before  death  ...  1 — 

Notified  from  3 to  6 months  before  death  — — 

Nofifipd  from  6 to  12  months  before  death  ...  — — 

Notified  from  1 to  2 years  before  death  — — 

Notified  over  2 years  before  death  2 1 


death  was  as 


Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

— 1 


— 1 


5 2 — 2 
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Changes  during  1951. 


Pulmonary  141 

Non-Pulmonary  32 

25 

2 

5 

1 - 

1 172 

- 35 

11  4 

4 — 

1 4 1 151 

— — — 31 

173 

27 

6 

1 207 

15  4 

1 4 1 182 

The 

following 

table 

shows  the 

number 

of  patients  who 

received  i 

nstitutional  treatment 

during 

the  year 

: — 

In  Institution 

In  Institution 

on 

1/1/51 

Admitted  Discharged 

Died  on  31/12/51 

Pulmonary 

Males 

13 

10 

15 

1 7 

Adults 

f 

t Females 

15 

16 

15 

1 15 

i Males 

1 

— 

1 

— — 

Children 

^ Females 

1 

2 

3 

— _ 

Non-Pulmonary : 

• 

, Males 

— 

2 

— 

— 2 

Adults 

] 

' Females 

2 

1 

3 

- 

i Males 

1 

— 

— 

— 1 

Children 

Females 

33 

31 

37 

2 
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Home  Visitations. — During-  the  year  742  visits  were  paid  by 
the  Health  Visitors  to  patients  suffering-  from  Tuberculosis. 

Supply  of  Free  Milk. — Eightv-one  patients  were  in  receipt  of 
free  milk  at  a cost  of  ^822  5/3. 

Shelter  Huts. — Fifteen  shelter  huts  arc  still  available  to 
to  patients  and  a number  of  these  were  in  use  during-  the  year.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  six  huts  were  occupied  by  patients. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination. — During  the  year  7 contacts  were  suc- 
cessfully vaccinated  under  the  supervision  of  Lochmaben  Sana- 
torium. 
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The  following-  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the  list  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  classified  according  to  Area  and  Burgh:  — 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 


M. 

17 

4 

21 

Western  Area  

F. 

19 

4 

23 

M. 

13 

2 

15 

Central  Area  

F. 

14 

5 

19 

M. 

15 

1 

16 

Eastern  Area  

F. 

13 

— 

13 

M. 

10 

2 

12 

Burgh  of  Kirkcudbright  

F. 

3 

2 

5 

M. 

10 



10 

Burgh  of  Castle-Douglas  .... 

F 

9 

3 

12 

M. 

6 

2 

8 

Burgh  of  Dalbeattie  

F. 

13 

4 

17 

M. 

4 

1 

5 

Burgh  of  Gatehouse  

F. 

2 

1 

3 

M 

1 



1 

Burgh  of  New-Gallowav  

F. 

2 

— 

2 

151 


31 


182 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during-  the  year  was  119,  an  in- 
creas'e  of  18  when  compared  with  the  fig-ures  for  the  previous  year. 
The  Infectious  Diseases  Table  shows  the  number  of  Cases  notified 
according-  to  Parish  and  Burgh.  Of  the  cases  notified  42  (85.29%) 
received  institutional  treatment. 

SMALLPOX.  — No  case  of  Smallpox  was  notified  during  the 
vear. 


DIPHTHERIA.  — No  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  during 
the  vear. 

SCARLET  FEVER.  — The  number  of  cases  notified  during 
the  year  was  24,  an  increase  of  6 when  compared  with  the  previous 
vear.  All  of  these  cases  were  treated  in  hospital,  and  all  made  a 
good  recovery. 

Five  cases  occurred  in  connection  with  farm  premises.  In  no 
case  was  there  contact  with  a milk  supply,  all  cases  being  removed 
to  hospital  and  the  premises  disinfected. 

PNEUMONIA.  — Seven  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified 
during  the  year — Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia — 1 ; Acute  Primary 
Pneumonia — 6.  The  number  of  deaths  from  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
was  9. 

CEREBRO  SPINAL  FEVER  - -One  case  was  notified.  The 
patient  was  treated  in  hospital  and  made  a good  recovery. 

DYSENTERY.— T wo  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  one 
of  which  was  treated  in  hospital.  Both  made  a good  recovery. 

ERYSIPELAS. — One  case  was  notified  during  the  vear  and 
made  a good  recovery. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. — 57  cases  were  notified  during  the 
year,  all  of  which  were  treated  at  home. 

ANTHRAX  . — 285  cases  of  suspected  Anthrax  were  reported 
curing  the  year — 212  bovines,  2 horses,  and  21  pigs.  The  disease 
was  confirmed  in  8 bovine  cases  (8.40%).  These  cases  occurred 
in  the  Parishes  of  Lochrutton  (1),  Kelton  (1),  Kirkcudbright  (1), 
Colvend  (2),  Kirkgunzeon  (1),  Rerrick  (1),  and  Twynholm  (1). 


1 

1 

DISEASE. 

Scarlet  Fever  24 

Dysentery  . • 2 

infectious  diseases  tabi 

EASTERN  AREA. 

11  ! 
illiiiiiili 

24  — 2 1 — 2 — Rf  — 1 1 2 

.E— AREAS  INCLUDING  BURGHS. 

CENTRAL  AREA 

1 1 1 1 i I ! 1 1; ! I 

______  i____ 

WESTERN  AREA. 

, , , ji 

i n j- 1 1 1 1 1 * * 

1 5 115 

1 

1 — — — — — — 

— — — _ 1 — — — — — — 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  6 

Whooping  Cough  ..... 57 

__________  1 _ 

______  1____  1 

_ 2 — 14  — — 5 4 — , — 3 

15  _ l 1 _ 1 1 _ 1 — _ 4 

1 — — — — — — — — — — — 

3 1_  1 _ _ 1 — — — _ 

— — — — — — — — — 1 _ 

1 - - - i - - _ i _ i 

12  1 — —21  — — 227 

2 — 1 1 1 — _ 2 — 2 1 

— 1 — — — — — — — — — 

119 

42  23  16  — 376222  10 

4 1—  1 — — 2-  — 1 — 

15  2126613849 

' 

. 


25 


Section  28— DOMESTIC  HELP  SCHEME 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947, 
power  was  given  to  Local  Authorities  to  make  such  arrangements 
as  the  Secretary  of  State  might  approve  for  the  establishment  of 
a Domestic  Hein  Service.  The  Service  allows  for  the  provision  of 
Domestic  Help  for  households  where  such  help  is  required  owing 
to  the  presence  of  anv  person  who  is  ill,  lying  in,  an  expectant 
mother,  mental  defective,  aged,  or  a child  not  over  school  age 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Education  (Scotland)  Act,  1946.  The 
Local  Health  Authority  is  also  empowered  to  recover  from  any 
person  availing  himself  of  the  Domestic  Help  so  provided  such 
charge  as  the  Authority  may  determine,  having  regard  to  the  cost 
of  the  arrangements. 

This  Scheme  was  put  into  operation  during  the  year,  and  the 
first  Home  Help  sent  out  in  March.  The  Scheme  is  under  the  direc- 
tion and  control  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  with  the  District  Nurses  to  notify  cases 
considered  by  the  family  doctor  to  be  in  need  of  help  and  to  recom- 
mend suitable  helps  from  their  districts.  District  Nurses  know  the 
people  in  their  own  districts  and  they  are  asked  to  enrol  as  Helps 
suitable  and  reliable  women  known  to  them  personally,  women 
whom  they  consider  capable  of  undertaking  ordinary  duties  nor- 
mally falling  to  the  housewife  which  could  reasonably  be  under- 
taken in  the  time  that  her  attendance  is  authorised.  The  Nurses 
are  also  asked  to  supervise  the  help  and  to  notify  the  Medical 
Officer  when  it  is  considered  that  such  help  is  no  longer  necessary. 

Up  to  the  present  time  the  Scheme  has  worked  very  well,  15 
applications  have  been  made  and  in  no  case  has  there  been  failure 
to  supply  the  necessary  help.  The  maximum  number  of  hours  per 
day  which  the  Domestic  Help  is  required  to  work  is  8 excluding 
one  hour  for  a meal  but  the  majority  of  helps  employed  here  during 
this  year  have  worked  on  an  average  of  only  two  or  three  hours 
daily.  A scale  of  charges  has  been  drawn  up  and  the  payment 
recovered  from  the  patient  is  in  accordance  with  this  scale.  Res- 
ponsibility for  the  delivery  and  completion  of  all  forms  relating  to 
the  financial  circumstances  lies  with  the  Health  and  Social 
Welfare  Department. 

The  service  has  already  proved  invaluable  and  has  given  help 
to  really  necessitous  cases.  It  should  be  stressed,  however,  that 
even  with  the  provision  of  this  Scheme,  members  of  a family  should 
continue  to  realise  their  moral  responsibilities  one  towards  the 
other  and  should  only  apply  for  help  when  no  such  help  can  be 
given  by  themselves. 


26 


The  following  figures  relate  to  the  working  of  the  Scheme 


during  the  year:  — 

(i)  No.  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  end  of  year  ...  6 

(a)  whole-time  — 

(b)  part-time  6 

(c)  Retaining  fee  basis  — 

(ii)  No.  of  cases  for  which  Helps  were  provided  during 

year  15 

(iii)  No.  of  cases  in  (ii)  provided  on  account  of 
confinment:  — 

(a)  at  home  3 

(b)  in  hospital  — 


(iv)  Average  period  of  assistance  — 12  hours  per  week,  11  weeks. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 


Xo  case  of  committal  to  hospital  of  persons  of  unsound  mind 
requiring  the  services  of  the  Authorised  Officer  occurred  during 
the  past  year.  The  great  majority  of  patients  are  now  being- 
admitted  to  mental  hospitals  as  “ Voluntary  Patients  ” or  at  the 
instance  of  relatives  without  reference  to  the  Local  Authority, 
through  the  medium  of  consultative  clinics  or  on  recommendation 
of  their  medical  practitioners. 

In  terms  of  Sections  56  and  57  of  the  Education  (Scotland)  Act, 
1946  a previous  intimation  from  the  Education  Committee  of  Kirk- 
cudbright of  a Mental  Defective  still  awaits  admission  to  a suitable 
Institution.  The  Regional  Hospital  Boards  are  responsible  for  pro- 
viding such  but  are  faced  with  problems  of  erection  of  new  build- 
ings and  recruiting  personnel.  The  great  and  pressing  need  for 
additional  Institutional  accommodation  for  Mental  Defectives  is 
again  emphasised  and  until  such  is  forthcoming  the  admission  of 
several  Mental  Defectives  from  this  County  must  remain  in  abey- 
ance. Mental  Defectives  in  the  care  of  the  Governor/ Matron  of 
Burnside  House,  Kirkcudbright,  amounting  to  four  males  and  one 
female  come  under  the  category  of  Boarded-out  Mental  Defectives. 
The  number  of  Mental  Defectives  whose  ordinary  residence  is  in 
the  Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright  and  at  present  cared  for  in  Certi- 
fied Institutions  amount  to  17  with  2 cases  “ Liberated  on 
Licence,”  8 Boarded-out  Mental  Defectives  are  chargeable  to  this 
Authority  (5  males  and  3 females)  and  in  addition  1 “ Liberated 
on  Licence.”  Under  supervision  for  Other  Authorities  are  2 Mental 
Defectives  (1  male  and  1 female).  Non-resident  and  under  super- 
vision of  Other  Authorities  are  3 Mental  Defectives  (1  male  and 
2 females).  There  are  2 Boarded-out  Lunatics  in  this  area  super- 
vised bv  the  “ Authorised  Officer  ” as  Agent  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  Normal  visitation  and  supervision  of  the  welfare 
of  Boarded-out  Mental  Defectives  in  the  County  was  also  carried 
out. 


Consultative  Clinics. — The  Clinic  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Crichton  Royal  Mental  Hospital,  Dumfries,  held  on  Wednesday 
afternoon  of  each  week  and  attended  by  a Psychiatrist  continues 
to  meet  with  much  acceptance. 

Child  Guidance  Clinic. — The  Child  Guidance  Clinic  set  up  by 
the  Education  Committee  in  co-operation  with  the  Crichton  Royal 
Mental  Hospital,  Dumfries,  continues  to  serve  a useful  purpose 
where  pre-school  and  school  children  are  examined,  parents  inter- 
viewed and  treatment  recommended. 
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WELFARE  SERVICES. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Residential  Accommodation. — The  26  beds  available  in  Burn- 
side House,  Kirkcudbright,  for  Part  III  Accommodation  are 
divided  equally  between  male  and  female  inmates  and  have  more 
or  less  been  occupied  during  the  year.  The  following  table  shows 
particulars  of  persons  afforded  such  accommodation  during  the 


year: — 

Mentally 

Dependent 

Defective 

Adults 

Children 

Children 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Number  of  Residents  at  1/1/51  .. 

. 10 

8 

— 

. — 

1 1 

No.  of  Admissions  during  year  .. 

. 11 

6 

— 

2 

— — 

No.  of  Discharges  during  year  .. 

7 

3 

— 

2 

— — 

No.  of  Residents  at  31/12/51  .... 

. 14 

11 

— 

— 

1 1 

Number  of  persons  afforded  Part  III  Accommodation  in  Other 
Authorities’  Institutions  and  chargeable  to  this  Authority  during 
the  year: — 3 Males,  2 Females  and  3 Children.  Number  remaining 
chargeable  at  31/12/51 — t2  Males  and  1 Female. 

Carlingwark  House,  Castle=Doug!as. — The  property  taken 
over  by  this  Authority  for  use  as  an  Old  People’s  Home  has  made 
substantial  progress  with  alterations  and  furnishings.  This  Home 
should  be  available  for  accommodation  of  30  persons  with  a neces- 
sary personnel  of  6. 

Blind  Persons.— In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
National  Assistance  'Act,  1948,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  Mission 
to  the  Outdoor  Blind,  the  Local  Authority  supervises  all 
registered  blind  persons  in  this  area.  3 new  cases  of  blindness  were 
certified  during  the  year  (1  male  and  2 females).  The  total  number 
of  blind  persons  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  44 — 26 
males  and  18  females — and  of  this  number  there  were — employed 
in  workshops — :2  females;  Home  Workers  Scheme — 1 male;  suit- 
able for  work  of  some. "kind- — 1 male.;  employed  on  own  account — 3 
males;  unemployed — 37  (21  males  and  16  females);  transferred 
from  other  areas — 2 males;  died  within  the  year — 2 (1  male  and  I 
female).  Previously  employed  in  workshop  now  de-certified — 1 
male. 

Section  47. — No  removals  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  atten- 
t:on  took  place  during  the  year. 

Section  48. — In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  take  charge  of 
property. 

Section  50. — Two  burials  were  undertaken  during  the  year. 

NURSERIES  and  CHILD  MINDERS  REGULATION  ACT, 

1948. 

There. are  no  nurseries  in  operation  within  the  Countv,  and  so 
far  as  is  known,  there  are  no  child  minders  who,  for  reward, 
receive  children  into  their  homes. 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

Report  for  year  ending  31st  July,  1951. 
General  Statistics 


Population  of  the  Area  31,124 

Numbers  of  Schools:  — 

(a)  Primary  under  Education  Authority  50 

(b)  Secondary  under  Education  Authority  3 

(c)  (1)  Special  Schools  0 

(2)  Special  Classes  in  Ordinary  Schools  ...  0 

(d)  In  receipt  of  Grant  from  Education  Author- 
ity and  under  Medical  Inspection  0 

Number  of  children  on  the  register  for  the  whole  area  4,681 
Number  of  children  in  average  attendance  for  the 

whole  area  4,232 


General  Review 

Routine  Medical  Inspections. — Routine  Medical  Inspections 

were  carried  out  as  in  previous  years  in  elementary  and  secondary 
schools.  The  total  number  of  children  submitted  for  routine  inspec- 
tions in  the  elementary  schools  was  1797.  971  children  were 

examined  as  special  cases  and  reinspections.  The  total  number  of 
inspections  in  the  secondary  schools  was  30. 

An  endeavour  is  being  made  to  visit  each  school  at  least  two 
times  during  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  routine 
medical  inspections,  so  that  new  admissions  may  be  examined 
during  their  first  session. 

In  addition  to  these  examinations,  Nutritional  Surveys  were 
carried  out  in  the  schools,  when  all  children  present  were  sub- 
mitted for  examination. 

The  numbers  of  children  examined  according  to  age  group 
were  as  follows:  — 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Entrants  

Second  Age  Group  (born  1943, 

272 

visual 

245 

517 

acuitv  and  hearing  onlv)  

203 

204 

407 

Third  Age  Group  (born  1941)  

246 

224 

470 

Fourth  Age  Group  (born  1937)  ... 

229 

174 

403 

Secondary  Age  Group  (born  1934) 

7 

23 

30 

957 

870 

1827 

30 


The  average  ages  at  the  time  of  examination  were  : — 


Entrants  

Boys  Girls 

5 3/12  5 4/12 

Both  Sexes 

5 4/12 

Third  Age  Group 

9 8/12  9 8/12 

9 8/12 

Fourth  Age  Group 

13  8/12  13  9/12 

13  9/12 

Secondary  Age  Group  

17  16  9/12 

16  10/12 

The  average  heights  and  weights  were:  — 

BOYS 

Average  Age  No.  Examined  Height  in  Inches  Weight  in  Pounds 

5 3/12 

272 

42.97 

43.13 

9 8/12 

246 

52.28 

64.42 

13  8/12 

229 

59.91 

97.67 

17 

7 

67.64 

139.36 

Average  Age  No. 

Examined 

GIRLS 

Height  in  Inches  Weight  in  Pounds 

5 4/12 

245 

43.16 

42.27 

9 8/12 

224 

51.97 

65.63 

13  9/12 

174 

63.41 

104.07 

16  9/12 

23 

63.53 

122.53 

NURSES’  FOLLOW  UP.— A s a sequence  to  the  medical 
inspections  and  to  follow  up  cases  of  uncleanliness  and  physical 
defects  found,  1923  visits  were  paid  to  the  homes  by  the  School 
Nurses.  One  of  the  most  important  branches  of  the  service  is 
these  follow-up  visits  of  the  School  Nurses.  In  an  area  such  as 
this,  it  is  often  impossible  for  a parent  to  be  present  at  a school 
medical  inspection,  and  although  written  notices  are  sent  to  the 
parent  of  each  case  of  gross  defect  found,  there  are  many  other 
conditions  where  it  is  felt  that  a talk  with  the  parent  about  the 
child’s  daily  routine  would  help  greatly,  and  to  this  end  the  follow- 
up visits  of  the  school  nurses  are  essential. 

TONSILS  AND  ADENOIDS. — Surgical  treatment  for  the 
removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids  is  carried  out  by  Mr  Venters  at 
the  Castle-Douglas  Cottage  Hospital.  «During  the  year  79  cases 
received  operative  treatment.  This  scheme  works  very  smoothly 
and  the  waiting  list  is  negligible.  We  are  greatly  indebted  to  Mr 
Venters  for  his  help  and  co-operation. 

DEFECTIVE  VISION. — Cases  of  children  found  to  be  suffer- 
ing from  defective  vision  and  requiring*  examination  bv  an 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon,  attend  for  such  examinations  at  Dumfries 
Royal  Infirmary  and  at  a special  clinic  at  Newton-Stewart.  At 
present  the  question  of  providing  such  a service  in  Castle-Douglas 
is  being  discussed.  This  service  would  be  greatly  welcomed. 

During  the  year  27  cases  were  found  to  be  in  need  of  treat- 
ment. 
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MINOR  AILMENT  CLINICS. — At  present  there  are  3 small 
clinics  where  minor  ailments  receive  treatment,  1 in  Dalbeattie,  1 
in  Castle-Douglas  mid  1 in  Kirkcudbright.  The  clinic  at  Dalbeattie 
is  urgently  in  need  of  redecoration,  but  it  is  hoped  that  when  the 
new  secondary  school  comes  to  be  built  there,  a medical  room, 
similar  to  that  in  the  primary  school  at  Castle-Douglas,  will  be 
provided. 

The  following  are  details  of  treatment  given:  — 

MEDICAL  TREATMENT 
(a)  Minor  Ailments. 

1.  Cuts,  Bruises,  sprains  and  minor  injuries 

2.  Diseases  of  the  ear — Otorrhoea  

Wax  

3.  Diseases  of  the  eye  (excluding  defective  vision)  — 


Blepharitis  60 

Conjunctivitis  42 

4.  Diseases  of  the  skin — Ringworm  (Scalp)  — 

X-ray  Treatment  Nil 

Other  Treatment  1 

Ringworm  (Body)  28 

Scabies  30 

Impetigo  118 

Other  Diseases  87 


CLEANLINESS  INSPECTIONS. — Regular  inspections  are 
made  by  the  School  Nurses,  and  during  the  year  576  visits  to  the 
schools  were  made.  The  rural  schools  are  clean,  and  with  regular 
visits  are  easily  kept  clean,  but  in  the  town  schools,  particularly 
in  the  Dalbeattie  area,  cleanliness  of  the  pupils  leaves  much  to  be 
desired.  The  unsatisfactory  conditions  in  these  schools  are  entirely 
due  to  the  fact  that  certain  families  cause  trouble  practically  all 
the  time,  and  strong  measures  should  be  adopted  in  dealing  with 
them.  Moral  persuasion  has,  and  is  being  tried  both  by  teaching 
and  medical  staffs,  but  in  some  cases  it  appears  as  if  the  law  were 
the  only  remedy. 

PHYSICALLY  and  MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

— There  is  no  special  school  for  such  children  in  the  county,  and 
at  the  present  time  great  difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  placing 
them  as  vacancies  in  special  residential  schools  for  such  children 
are  very  few,  and  most  authorities  have  waiting  lists.  The  prob- 
lem of  the  dull  and  backward  child  is  urgent,  as  these  children 
require  teaching  by  specially  trained  teachers,  and  should  be 
taught  in  small  groups.  Under  present  very  difficult  staffing  con- 
ditions it  can  be  appreciated  that  this  is  most  difficult  to  arrange. 


2989 

16 

28 
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No  teacher  with  a class  of  40-50  children  can  devote  the  necessary 
time  to  these  children,  nor  does  the  daily  timetable  of  normal  chil- 
dren prove  suitable  for  them,  yet,  properly  trained,  these  dull  and 
backward  children  can  prove  themselves  to  be  practical  and  useful 
citizens,  and  capable  of  earning  a sufficient  wage  to  support  them- 
selves in  after  life. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT  . — Clinics  for  the  examina- 
tion of  children  suffering  from  orthopaedic  defects  are  held  at 
Newton-Stewart  and  at  Castle-Douglas.  This  service  is  greatly 
appreciated,  as  previously  children  had  to  travel  to  Dumfries. 

BOARDED  OUT  CHILDREN.  — All  children  known  to  be 
boarded  out,  either  by  this  authority  or  bv  other  authorities,  arc 
examined  at  school  on  each  visit  of  the  Medical  Officers,  and,  as 
in  the  case  of  all  children,  any  defect  is  notified  in  writing,  to  the 
guardian,  and  visits  are  paid  to  the  home  by  the  School  Nurses. 
This  service  is  appreciated  by  the  guardians  who  are  often  anxious 
and  willing  to  discuss  the  children’s  well-being  and  to  seek  advice, 
not  only  in  health  but  also  in  social  problems. 

PROVISION  OF  MEALS. — Meals  are  provided  in  all  our 
schools,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  adequate  provision  has  been 
made  both  as  regards  service  and  seating  accommodation.  There 
are  still  one  or  two  schools,  however,  where  provision  is  still  most 
inadequate  and  where  it  is  necessary  to  serve  meals  in  rooms  which 
are  also  used  as  classrooms,  e.g.  at  Kirkgunzeon  and  Drumsleet. 
If  the  Meals  in  Schools  Scheme  is  to  meet  its  original  purpose  of 
proving  both  a social  and  a health  measure,  it  is  important  that 
adequate  supervision  should  be  given  during  the  meal.  In  some  of 
the  schools,  I feel  sure,  a perfect  example  is  shown  of  how  school 
meals  should  be  run.  The  meals  are  set  out  on  tables  with  table- 
cloths and  flowers,  the  serving  done  in  an  orderly  manner  by  a 
number  of  older  children,  and  the  whole  under  the  strict  super- 
vision of  the  Head  Teacher  and  teaching  staff. 

MILK  IN  SCHOOLS. — Milk  in  schools  is  now  free  to  all 
pupils  and  is  eagerly  taken  advantage  of,  particularly  in  the  infant 
and  junior  departments.  It  is  noticeable,  however,  that  pupils  in 
senior  schools  do  not  show  the  same  enthusiasm.  All  teachers  have 
co-operated  well  in  this  scheme  and  no  evidence  of  waste  of  milk 
has  been  noted. 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  SCHOOLS.— Regular 

inspections  of  school  premises  are  made  at  each  visit  of  the  Medical 
Officer,  and  on  the  whole  the  schools  are  well  kept  and  in  good 
repair.  The  majority  of  schools  have  been  fully  redecorated  within 
the  past  two  years;  the  colour  scheme  is  one  of  pastel  shades,  and 
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the  effect  of  lightness  and  brightness  is  both  pleasing  and  restful 
to  the  eyes.  Much  has  also  been  done  to  improve  the  surface  of 
playgrounds  where  ever  possible,  thus  offering  increased  facilities 
for  outdoor  physical  training  in  the  rural  schools. 

Cloakroom  accommodation  in  the  rural  schools  awaits 
improvement  as  in  some  of  these  there  are  no  facilities  for  drying 
clothing,  and  the  replacement  of  pegs  on  the  walls  by  open  racks 
should  be  considered.  It  is  important  that  more  attention  be  given 
to  the  condition  of  cloakrooms  in  these  schools,  as  it  is  essential 
that  some  form  of  drying  facilities  be  provided  for  children  who, 
in  many  cases,  have  to  come  long  distances  in  wet  weather. 

COOPERATION  OF  TEACHERS.— All  Head  Teachers 
have  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  health  of  their  pupils  and  have 
assisted  the  Medical  Officers  and  Nurses  in  arranging  inspections 
and  bringing  forward  special  cases,  in  following  up  defects  with 
the  parents,  and  in  organising  the  milk  scheme  which  is  largely 
dependent  on  their  sympathetic  support. 


SCHOOL  DENTAL  INSPECTION. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  continues  to  be  carried  out 
in  the  schools,  but  a mobile  unit  has  now  been  purchased  and  it 
is  hoped  that  it  will  be  functioning  next  session.  The  caravan  will 
enable  the  Dental  Treatment  to  be  carried  out  on  school  premises 
(a  very  valuable  asset)  without  disturbing  the  School  routine  as 
was  formerly  necessary. 

I wish  to  thank  most  sincerely  all  Members  of  the  .Staff,  par- 
ticularly Head  Teachers  and  Members  of  their  Staff,  for  their 
kindness  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 


JEAN  F.  MILLER 
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TABLE  I. 

A.  Total  number  of  children  examined  at:  — 


Systematic 

Other  Systematic 

Ordinary  Schools 

Examinations 

Examinations 

Entrants  

517 

Second  Age  Group  . 

407 

Third  Age  Group  

470 

Fourth  Age  Group  . 

403 

Secondary  Schools 

Age  Group  

30 

1827 

231 

B.  Other  Examinations 


Special  Cases  114 

Re-inspections  by  Medical  Officer  857 


971 


Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  systematic  exam- 
inations who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring-  treatment 
(excluding  uncleanliness  and  dental  caries) : — 


Entrants  . ; 34 

Second  Age  Group  14 

Third  Age  Group  17 

Fourth  Age  Group  14 

Special  Cases  6 

Other  Systematic  Examinations  11 


96 


Clothing  unsatisfactory 


\ 


lie 


% 


A*eCS 


No.  No.  % 


1 0.41  2 0.89 


— — — — 5 2.03  1 0.45 

— — — — 1 0.41  — — 


FB°oUyf  AgC  GG°J. 

No.  I No.  % 

2 0.87  2 1.15. 

3 1.31  — — 


No.  % 


— — 4 


No.  % 


% 


3 0.31  6 0.69 

5 0.52  4 0.46 


1 0.10  — — 

7 0.73  6 0.69 

2 0.21  — — 


TABLE  III. 


■ 


■ 


TABLE  IV. 


Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  of  School  Age  in  the  Area. 

At  At  Special  At  no  At  Hospital 

Ordinary  Schools  or  School  or  or  other 
Schools  Classes  Institution  Institution  TOTAL 

1.  Blind  — 

2.  Partially  sighted  : — 

(a)  Refractive  errors  in  which  the  curriculum  of  an 

ordinary  school  would  adversely  affect  the  eye  con- 
dition   — 

(b)  Other  conditions  of  the  eye  e.g.,  cataract,  ulceration, 

&c.,  which  render  the  child  unable  to  read  ordinary 
school  books  or  to  see  well  enough  to  be  taught  in  an 
ordinary  school  — 

3.  Deaf 
Grade  I.  . 

Grade  Ila 
Grade  lib. 

Grade  III. 

4.  Defective  Speech  : — 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation  requiring  special  educational 

measures  

(b)  Stammering  requiring  special  educational  measures 

5.  Mentally  Defective: — (Children  between  5 and  16  years) 

(a)  Educable  (I.Q.  approx.  50-70)  

(b)  Ineducable  (I.Q.  generally  less  than  50)  

6.  Epilepsy  : — 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional  

(b)  Severe  (suitable  for  care  in  a residential  school)  ... 

7.  Physically  Defective  (Children  between  5 and  16  years)  : 

(a)  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (excluding  Cervical 

Glands)  

(b)  General  Orthopaedic  conditions  

(c)  Organic  Heart  Disease  

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill  health  

8.  Multiple  Defects  : — 

Mentally  and  Physically  Defective  2 


5 — — — 5 

10  2 — — 12 

114  17 

9 — — — 9 

3 — 1 — 4 


5 — — — 5 

14  — — 1 15 

9 — 1 — 10 

29  — — — - 29 


4 — — — 4 

3 — — — 3 

3 — — — 3 

2 — — 2 


1 


1 


4 
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TABLE  V. 

REPORT  ON  DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 
1st  August,  1950,  to  31st  July,  1951. 

Number  of  children  who  were:  — 

(1)  Inspected  by  the  Dental  Officer:  — 


Age 

(a) 

Systematic 

examinations 

(b) 

Special  and 
emergency  cases 

Total 

4 

14 

2 

16 

5 

355 

2 

357 

6 

437 

4 

441 

7 

462 

4 

466 

8 

432 

7 

439 

9 

498 

4 

502 

10 

446 

2 

448 

11 

407 

5 

412 

12 

392 

4 

396 

13 

378 

1 

379 

14 

378 

7 

.385 

15 

258 

6 

264 

16 

35 

2 

37 

17 

17 

1 

18 

18 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

4510 

51 

4561 

Systematic  Special  and 

examinations  emergency  cases 

(2)  Found  to  require  treatment  2147  51 

(2a)  Number  accepting  treat- 
ment   1680  51 

(3)  Actually  treated  by  the 

School  Dental  Officer  1680  51 

(4)  Number  of  attendances 

made  by  children  for  treat- 
ment   2388  51 

(5)  Fillings — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth  1118 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  81  — 

(6)  Extractions — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth  126  28 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  1256  87 

(7)  Number  of  administrations 
of  a general  anaesthetic  for 

extractions  1 14 

(8)  Other  operations — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth  1241  18 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  1050  33 

(9)  Half-days  devoted  to  inspec- 
tion   68  — 

(10)  Half-days  devoted  to  treat- 
ment   263  — 

(11)  Number  of  children  treated 
under  private  arrangement  281 

Number  awaiting  treatment  at  1st  August,  1950- — Nil. 
Number  awaiting  treatment  at  31st  July,  1951- — Nil. 


Total 

2198 


1731 


1 731 


2439 

1118 

81 

154 

1343 


15 

1259 

1083 

68 

263 

281 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  (SCOTLAND) 
ORDER,  1951. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  number  of  Graded  Licences  held  by 
producers  in  the  County  was  501- — Certified- — 1 ; Tuberculin  Tested 
— 498;  and  Standard — 5.  These  figures  show  an  increase  of  26 
T.T.  Licences  and  a decrease  of  6 Standard  Licences  when  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year. 

SAMPLING.  — During  the  year  a total  of  3369  samples  were 
taken  for  examination.  These  comprised  3017  routine,  109  quali- 
fying* and  re-qualifving,  157  from  Schools  and  86  from  Distribu- 
tors. Of  the  3017  routine  samples  examined,  527  did  not  comply 
with  the'  required  standard. 

LICENCES.— D uring  the  year  101  producers  were  reported 
to  the  Milk  Sub-Committee  for  failure  to  comply  with  the  required 
standard.  Of  these  producers,  10  wTere  suspended  after  3 consecu- 
tive unsatisfactory  samples,  and  5 after  4 consecutive  unsatisfac- 
tory samples — a total  of  15  producers  suspended.  72  producers 
cleared  up  after  a 3rd  sample  had  been  taken,  and  13  cleared  up 
after  a 4th  sample  had  been  taken.  One  producer  appealed  to  the 
Department  of  Health  against  the  suspension  of  his  licence.  The 
appeal  was  dismissed. 

MILK  IN  SCHOOLS  SCHEME. — The  milk  supplied  to  each 
school  is  examined  every  term.  During  the  year  157  samples  were 
taken.  Of  these  18  proved  on  examination  to  be  unsatisfactory, 
the  remainder  conforming  to  the  required  standard. 

Of  the  53  schools  receiving  milk  under  the  Scheme  13  are  sup- 
plied with  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  40  with  T.T.  Pasteurised 
milk. 

HEAT  TREATED  MILK. — One  distributor  in  the  County 
holds  a Licence  to  retail  “ Heat  Treated  ” milk  and  Pasteurised 
T.T.  milk.  27  samples  of  Pasteurised  T.T.  milk  were  taken  for 
examination  during  the  year,  and  one  of  these  did  not  conform  to 
the  required  standard.  52  samples  of  “ Heat  Treated  ” milk  were 
examined  all  of  which  complied  with  the  required  standard. 

NON=DESIGNATED  MILK. 

SAMPLING  AND  TESTING. — At  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  56  producers  of  Non-Designated  milk  in  the  County.  99 
samples  of  these  supplies  were  taken  during  the  year — 73  of  which 
were  subjected  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test,  and  26  of  which  were 
examined  bacteriologicallv.  13  samples  were  found  to  be  unsatis- 
factory— 6 in  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  and  7 bacteriological ly.  The 
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unsatisfactory  producers  were  visited  and  advice  and  instruction 
given  with  a view  to  the  improvement  of  the  supplies.  Repeat 
samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  except  in  the  case  of  one 
producer  whose  supply  failed  in  the  bacteriological  examination 
on  two  consecutive  occasions. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  TESTING  FOR  TUBERCULOSIS. 

— Two  samples  of  milk  were  examined  from  the  supplies  of 
“ Ordinary  ” milk.  Both  samples  showed  a negative  result. 

SCOTTISH  MILK  TESTING  SCHEME.— The  number  of 
notifications  from  Creameries  regarding  milk  supplies  failing  to 
pass  the  Resazurin  test  was  37.  Visits  were  paid  to  the  producers 
concerned,  and  advice  given  regarding  methods,  with  a view  to 
improving  the  quality  of  the  milk. 

A.  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Order,  1951. 

1.  Licences. 


Designation 

No. 

granted 
in  1951 

No. 

suspended 
in  1951. 

No. 

revoked 
in  1951. 

No. 

relinauished 
in  1951. 

Total  licences 
in  force  at 
end  of  1951 

“ Certified  ” 

— r 

— 

— 

— 

1 

“ Tuberculin 

Tested  ” 

47 

15 

— 

21 

498 

“ Standard  ” 

— 

— 

— 

6 

5 

“ Pasteurised  ” 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2.  Examination  of  “ raw  ” milk  samples. 


Designation 

Routine  Samples* 

Repeat  Samplest 

No.  of  producers  with 
3 or  more 
consecutive  failures 
(routine  or  repeat) 

No. 

taken 

No. 

failing 

No. 

taken 

No. 

failing 

“ Certified  ” 

5 — 

— — 

— 

“ Tuberculin 

Tested  ” 

2982 

520 

495 

134 

29 

“ Standard  ” 

30 

7 

7 

1 

— 

* Excludes  samples  taken  before  a licence  is  granted  and  “repeat” 

samples. 

t Samples  taken  to  test  whether  improvement  has  been  effected 
after  failure  of  a routine  sample.  Samples  taken  solely  to  inves- 
tigate the  source  of  contamination  are  not  shown. 
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B.  Biological  Testing  for  Tuberculosis. 


Type  of  Milk 

No.  of  samples 
examined. 

No.  of  positive 
results. 

No.  of  producers 
involved  in 
positive  results. 

“ Certified  ” 

— 





“ Tuberculin 

Tested  ” 

_ 

_ 

“ Standard  ” 

— 

— 

— 

N on-designated 

2 

— 

— 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Order,  1951. 


Results  of  sampling  from  1st  January,  to  31st  December,  1951. 


Certified 

T.T. 

Standard 

Total 

No.  of  Samples  taken  during  year  5 
No.  and  Percentage  which  failed 

2982 

30 

3017 

to  satisfy  the  standard  — 

Total  No.  of  Licences  at  31st 

520 

7 

527 

December,  1951  1 

Increase  or  decrease  in  No.  of 

498 

5 

504 

Licences  during  the  year  — 

No.  and  Percentage  of  producers 
whose  supplies  failed  to  com- 
ply with  the  standard — 

(a)  at  any  time  during  the 

26 

— 6 

20 

year  — 

(b)  on  three  or  more  con- 

268 

2 

270 

secutive  occasions  — 

29 



29 

*(c)  on  three  or  more  occasions  — 
No.  of  Licences  reported  to  the 
Committee  because  of  un- 

67 

67 

satisfactory  results  

100 

1 

101 

No.  of  Licences  suspended  — 

15 



15 

No.  of  Licences  revoked  — 

* Includes  supplies  entered  at 

(b). 

A.  Table  showing-  number  of  supplies  which  failed  in  2 or 
consecutive  tests  during-  the  year. 

No.  of  consecutive  tests. 

more 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

No.  of  supplies  failing  tests  64 

24 

5 



_ 
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t B.  Table  showing-  number  of  supplies  which  failed  to  satisfy 
the  standard  on  one  or  more  occasions  during  the  year. 

No.  of  times  supplies  failed  test  during  year 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

No.  of  supplies  failing  tests  137 

66 

41 

17 

7 

2 

— 

t Includes  supplies  entered  at  A. 

Total  Samples  3017  — Routine. 

109  — Qualifying  and  requalifying. 

157  — Schools. 

86  — Distributors. 

Licences  surrendered  owing  to  changes  in  tenancy — Nil. 


■ 

. 

' 


. 
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STEWARTRY  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT. 


REPORT 


by 


THE 


COUNTY  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 
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STEWARTRY  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT. 


O 

To 

THi;  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  FOR  SCOTLAND, 
THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL, 

THE  TOWN  COUNCILS  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT, 
CASTLE-DOUGLAS,  DALBEATTIE, 

NEW  GALLOWAY  AND  GATEHOUSE. 

My  Lord,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Department  of  Health  I have  prepared,  and  herewith  sub- 
mit, my  reoort  upon  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  County  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1951. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
WILLIAM  CLEMIE, 

County  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Health  and  .Social  Welfare  Department, 

Dunmuir  Road, 

Castle-Dougdas. 

1952. 
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FOOD  SUPPLY. 

Milk. 

PREMISES  . — The  number  of  inspections  of  dairy  premises 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during-  the  year  was  470. 
The  main  structural  defects  consisted  of  rough  unplastered  walls, 
defective  floors,  insufficient  inlet  and  outlet  ventilation,  and  defec- 
tive drainage.  These  were  noted  mainly  in  non-designated 
premises,  and  usually  in  the  smaller  farms. 

REGISTRATION.— During  the  year  25  premises  were 
brought  into  conformity  with  the  Dairy  Byelaws,  and  Registration 
was  granted  in  each  case.  This  is  mainly  due  to  the  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  producer  to  obtain  a Licence  to  produce  Graded  milk, 
and  to  the  efforts  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  have  the  premises 
registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  registered  premises 
within  the  Count)’  at  31st  December,  1951,  as  compared  with  the 


number  of  premises  still  to  be  registered:  — 

No.  of  premises  registered  at  1/1/51  484 

No.  of  Certificates  of  Registration  granted  during  1951  25 

No.  of  premises  registered  at  31/12/51  509 

No.  of  premises  still  to  be  registered  50 
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ICE  CREAM  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1948. 


At  31st  December,  1951,  there  were  22  Certificates  of  Regis- 
tration in  force  in  respect  of  premises,  and  5 Certificates  of  Regis- 
tration in  respect  of  vehicles  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  position  with 
regard  to  applications  received  during  the  year:  — 


REGISTRATION  OF  PREMISES  AND  VEHICLES. 


Premises  Vehicles 


(a)  No.  of  Registrations  granted  in  1951  ...  5 

(b)  No.  of  Registrations  cancelled  in  1951  ...  — 

(c)  No.  of  Registrations  relinquished  in  1951 

(d)  Total  No.  of  Registrations  in  force  at 

31st  December,  1951  22 

(e)  No.  of  applications  submitted  before  1st 

November,  1948  still  to  be  determined  ...  — 
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SAMPLING. — During  the  year  there  were  40  samples  of  Ice 
Cream  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  following  table 
shows  the  position  with  regard  to  the  results  of  analyses  of  these 
samples : — 

No.  of  Samples  No.  of  Satis-  No.  of  Unsati*- 


Description  Examined  factory  results  factory  results 

Loose  Ice  Cream  24  19  5 

Pre-packed  Ice  Cream  ..16  16 

Total  40  35  5 


No  statutory  bacteriological  standard  for  ice  cream  has  been 
laid  down  in  the  Regulations,  but  it  is  suggested  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health  that  a bacterial  count  of  more  than  100,000 
organisms  per  gram  or  the  presence  of  coliform  organisms  in 
1 /100th  part  of  a gram  of  ice  cream  may  reasonably  be  taken  as 
suggesting  the  possibility  of  a fault  in  methods  of  manufacture, 
storage,  or  distribution  of  ice  cream,  and  it  has  been  accordingly 
recommended  that  local  authorities  adopt  these  provisional  stan- 
dards as  an  administrative  aid. 

There  are  ten  registered  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  within 
the  County,  and  as  this  is  the  first  year  they  have  required  to  con- 
form to  a standard,  also  operate  machinery  and  methods  which 
were  new  to  them,  it  was  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  some  cases  in  obtaining  a satisfactory  result. 
One  manufacturer  required  four  samples,  and  another  three 
samples,  before  a satisfactory  article  was  produced. 
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Considerable  supervisory  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Inspec- 
tors in  advising  the  manufacturers  as  to  the  best  methods  to 
employ  in  order  to  obtain  a satisfactory  result,  and  I am  happy  to 
report  that  at  the  end  of  the  season,  the  manufacturers  who  had 
been  registered  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  ice  cream  , 
season,  had  all  obtained  a satisfactory  result. 

Fifty-nine  retailers  of  pre-packed  ice  cream  are  on  the  register, 
and  while  it  is  not  necessary  under  the  Regulations  for  these 
premises  to  be  registered,  this  Department  has  been  notified  in 
most  cases  by  the  retailer  or  the  manufacturer,  and  consent 
obtained  previous  to  the  premises  being  supplied. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS, 

(SCOTLAND),  1932. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland)  1932. 

Hawking  of  Meat.— Under  Article  15,  one  licence  is  still  in 
existence.  The  storage  accommodation  was  inspected  from  time 
to  time  during  the  year,  and  was  found  to  be  kept  in  a satisfactory 

condition. 

Meat  Inspection. — Slaughtering  is  still  centralised  at  Castle- 
Douglas  Slaughter  House,  and  meat  is  distributed  to  the  various 
butchers  in  the  County  by  motor  transport.  Meat  inspection  is 
carried  out  there  by  a part-time  Meat  Inspector,  and  the  following 
are  details  of  animals  slaughtered  and  carcases  wholly  and  par- 
tially' condemned  during  the  year. 


Weight  (in  lbs.) 

Number  of  Animals  Condemned 

Class  of  Wholly  Partially  Meat 

Animals  Slaughtered  Condemned  Condemned  and  Offals 

Cattle  1485  117  629  91527 

Sheep  30897  127  420  8511 

Pigs  84  12  38  2095 

Calves  11475  111  236  6505 


43941  367  1323  108638 


The  only  private  slaughterhouse  in  the  County  is  that  owned 
by  Messrs  Rogerson  and  Black,  Bacon  Curers,  Kirkcudbright, 
and  is  situated  at  the  premises  of  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing 
Board  in  the  Parish  of  Twvnholm.  During  the  year  there  were 
4251  pigs  slaughtered  there. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION) 
ACT,  1928. 


During-  the  year,  216  samples  (41  Formal  and  172  Test)  were 
taken  by  the  sampling  officers  under  the  above  Act.  Details  of  the 
Samples  are  given  in  the  following  table. 


Article 

Formal 

Test 

Total 

Adulterated 

Milk  

31 

94 

125 

10 

Ice  Cream  

16 

16 

5 

Castor  Oil  

1 

1 

— 

Cream  of  Tartar  

— 

1 

1 

— 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda  

— 

2 

2 

— 

Epsom  Salts  

— 

1 

1 

— 

Seidlitz  Powder  

1 

1 

— 

Bronchial  Cough  Mixture  .... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Lard  

— 

3 

3 

— 

Pepper  Compound  

— 

1 

1 

— 

Instant  Sunchoc  

— 

1 

1 

— 

Butter  

— 

3 

3 

— 

Margarine  

— 

3 

3 

— 

Coffee  Essence  

— 

1 

1 

— 

Lime  Juice  and  Soda  

— 

1 

1 

— 

Kraft  Sandwich  Spread  

— 

1 

1 

— 

Bisto  

2 

2 

— 

Sugar  

3 

3 

— 

Mince  

3 

— 

3 

— 

Whisky  

8 

— 

8 

— 

Vinegar  



1 

1 

— 

Honey  

— 

1 

1 

— 

Table  Jelly  

1 

1 

— 

Tinned  Peas  

— 

1 

1 



Baking  Powder  

2 

2 

— 

Tomato  Ketchup  



1 

1 

— 

Baked  Beans  

— 

1 

1 



Custard  Powder  

— 

1 

1 



Condensed  Milk  

1 

1 



Arrowroot  

1 

1 



Coffee  

1 

1 



Barley  

2 

2 



Sausages  

2 

— 

2 

1 

Mustard  

1 

1 



49 


Salad  Cream  — 2 2 

Pom  — 1 1 

Essence  of  Rennet  — 11 

Tapioca  Dessert  — 2 2 

Lemonade  — 11 

Rice  — 2 2 

Bone  and  Vegetable  Broth  — 1 1 

Fish  Paste  — 11 

Lemon  Essence  — 11 

Ground  Ginger  — -22 

Cocoa  — 1 1 

Sauce  — 1 1 

Cinnamon  — 11 

Apricot  Jam  — 11 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence  --  1 1 

Ground  Coffee  — 11 

Chicken  and  Ham  Meat  Paste  ...  — 1 1 


44  172  216 


16 


The  Public  Analyst  reported  that  a test  sample  taken  from  a 
consignment  of  milk  at  the  premises  of  the  Scottish  Milk  Market- 
ing Board,  Kirkcudbright,  was  deficient  in  Non  - Fatty  Solids 
equivalent  to  the  addition  of  4%  or  thereby  of  water.  Official 
samples  were  then  taken  from  10  churns  comprising*  the  consign- 
ment and  these  proved  to  be  deficient  to  the  extent  of  1-4%  In 
view  of  the  small  deficiences,  no  action  was  taken  but  the  vendor 
was  warned. 

An  official  sample  of  milk  was  reported  by  the  Analyst  to  be 
deficient  in  Non-Fatty  Solids  equivalent  to  the  addition  of  3%  or 
thereby  of  water.  It  was  found  on  enquiry  from  the  firm  concerned 
that  part  of  the  cooling  apparatus  was  defective  and  allowing 
water  to  mix  with  the  milk.  This  defect  was  immediately  remedied 
and  no  further  action  was  taken. 

As  indicated  in  the  table  above  sixteen  test  samples  were  taken 
under  the  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  Order,  1951,  which  comes 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Of  these  5 were  found  to  be 
deficient  in  fat.  In  each  case  the  vendor  received  a warning. 

An  official  sample  of  sausages  was  found  to  be  not  genuine  in 
that  it  contained  Sulphite  preservative  equivalent  to  660  parts  per 
million  or  thereby  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  and  proceedings  were  insti- 
tuted, The  vendor  was  admonished. 
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FOOD  POISONING. 

A complaint  was  received  from  one  of  the  Rural  Schools  that  ] 
a number  of  children  had  taken  ill  after  having  partaken  of  their  1 
school  dinner. 

Samples  of  the  food  were  taken  for  analyses  but  nothing  ab-  I 
normal  was  found. 

MUSSELS  AND  SHELLFISH. 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  regarding  the  I 
condition  of  mussels  and  shellfish  exposed  for  sale. 

UNSOUND  FOOD  and  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  articles  of  food  surrendered  and  destroyed  as  I 
unfit  for  human  consumption  resulted  in  170  Certificates  being  J 
issued  to  the  holders  of  the  goods.  The  weight  of  foodstuffs  1 
involved  amounted  to  1951  lbs.  and  covered  a wide  variety  e.g.  I 
Luncheon  Meat,  Boiled  Ham,  Soups,  Condensed  Milk,  Fruit,  I 
Sugar,  Fish,  &c. 
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HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1950. 

Section  100. 

During-  the  year  9 applications  for  Grant  were  received  in 
respect  of  10  four  apartment  houses.  Grants  were  approved  in 
respect  of  9-four  apartment  houses,  and  refused  in  respect  of  1-four 
apartment  house. 

1 -three  apartment,  10-four  apartment,  and  1-five  apartment 
houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  making  a total  of  4-three 
apartment,  88-four  apartment,  and  7-five  apartment  houses  com- 
pleted with  the  aid  of  Grant  since  the  scheme  came  into  force. 

Section  111. 

15  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  were  received  during 
the  year.  12  of  these  were  approved. 

Section  9. 

Notices  in  terms  of  Section  9 were  served  in  respect  of  9 build- 
ings during  the  year.  Of  these,  4 houses  were  the  subjects  of 
Demolition  Orders  and  5 bothies  were  the  subjects  of  Closing 

Orders. 

Section  6. 

During  the  year  155  visits  of  inspection  were  made  under 
Section  6 of  the  Act. 

Section  184  (3) 

No  applications  were  received  under  Section  184(3)  during 

the  year. 

BUILDING  BYELAWS. 

During  the  year  306  sets  of  plans  were  lodged  and  reported 
upon.  The  details  are  as  follows:  — 


MISCELLANEOUS  PLANS 

New  Houses  (67  houses)  24 

Alterations  to  houses  133 

Dairy  Premises  (new)  8 

Dairy  Premises  (alterations)  4 

Other  farm  buildings  23 

Garages  20 

Temporary  Houses  2 

Petrol  Pumps  5 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  12 

Summer  Huts  2 

Others  49 
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Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950 — Sect.  100. 

New  Houses  (10)  9 

Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950 — Sect.  111. 

Alterations  to  houses  15 


TOTAL  306 


No.  of  visits  under  the  Building  Byelaws  during  the  year  398 
No.  of  drain  tests  carried  out  during  the  year  164 

NUISANCES  AND  COMPLAINTS. 

During  the  year  46  complaints  were  received  and  141  visits 
were  paid  in  connection  therewith.  These  complaints  were  mainly 
in  connection  with  defective  drainage  and  defective  water  supplies. 

In  no  cc.se  was  it  necessary  to  serve  an  intimation  in  terms  of 
Section  19  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

During  the  year  130  samples  of  water  from  individual  supplies 
were  examined  bv  the  Analyst. 


RIVERS  POLLUTION. 


RIVER  DEE.  — The  crude  sewage  from  the  Burgh  of  Kirk- 
cudbright is  discharged  into  the  tidal  waters  of  this  river.  The 
River  Ken  a tributary  of  the  Dee,  receives  the  effluent  from  the 
sewage  tanks  of  the  Burgh  of  New  Galloway  and  also  the  effluent 
from  the  sewage  tank  from  the  village  of  Dairy. 

RIVER  CREE.  — The  villages  of  Minnigaff  and  Creebridge 
are  a Special  Drainage  District,  and  a proper  sewage  system  has 
been  provided  with  a septic  tank.  The  effluent  from  the  tank  dis- 
charges into  the  waters  of  this  river. 

RIVER  URR.  — Crude  sewage  from  the  Burgh  of  Dalbeattie 
is  discharged  into  the  tidal  waters  of  this  river.  The  effluent  from 
the  septic  tank  for  Palnackie  Special  Drainage  District,  also  dis- 
charges into  these  tidal  waters.  The  effluent  from  the  septic  tank 
in  connection  with  the  drainage  system  for  Haugh  of  Urr  and 
Hardgate  discharges  into  this  river. 

RIVER  FLEET.  — The  effluent  from  the  sewage  tanks  of  the 
Burgh  of  Gatehouse  is  discharged  into  the  tidal  waters  of  this 
river. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  OFFENSIVE 
TRADES. 

There  is  one  Knackery  in  the  County  situated  near  the  village 
of  Rhonehouse.  Visits  of  inspection  were  made  throughout  the 
year,  and  the  business  was  found  to  be  carried  out  in  a satisfactory 
manner.  No  complaints  were  received. 


SCAVENGING. 

The  Scavenging  Scheme  continues  to  give  satisfaction  and  at 
the  present  time,  with  the  exception  of  Creetown,  all  villages  with- 
in the  Landward  Area  of  the  County  receive  a weekly,  and  in  cer- 
tain cases  a twice  weekly,  collection  of  domestic  refuse.  In  some 
instances  it  has  been  possible  to  uplift  domestic  refuse  from  houses 
situated  on  the  roadside  outwith  a Special  Scavenging  Area,  and 
the  policy  here  is  that  so  long  as  the  refuse  bin  is  placed  at  The 
side  of  the  main  route  along  which  the  scavenging  vehicle  pro- 
ceeds, applications  for  the  removal  of  such  refuse  are  given  sym- 
pathetic consideration. 

Throughout  the  year  it  is  estimated  that  1231  tons  7 cwts.  of 
refuse  was  collected. 

Complaints  were  received  from  the  Galloway  Power  Houses 
at  Glenlee,  New  Galloway,  about  the  infestation  of  the  refuse  tip 
serving  these  houses,  and  representations  were  made  by  the  occu- 
pants to  be  included  in  the  County  Scavenging  Scheme.  A new 
Scavenging  District  was  formed. 

The  main  dumps  serving  the  County  are  at  Stronord, 
Aueheninnes,  and  Castle-Douglas,  and  these  are  being  kept  in 
good  order  and  no  complaints  are  being  received. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

During  the  year  115  inspections  of  Workshops  and  Work- 
places in  the  Landward  Area  of  the  County  were  made.  Fix  e cases 
of  uncleanliness  were  noted,  but  these  have  since  been  remedied. 
In  three  cases  there  was  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  and 
at  the  end  of  the  vear  two  of  these  cases  had  not  been  remedied. 
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BURGH  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT. 

Report  by  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  1951. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  — The  Loch  Whinyeon  supply  continued 
to  be  of  good  quality  and  of  ample  sufficiency. 

DRAINAGE  SYSTEM.— T he  drainage  system  functioned 
satisfactorily  during  the  year.  Work  has  commenced  on  the  new 
sewer  to  serve  Bourtree  Park  and  the  Housing  Scheme  at  Dove- 
croft. 

SEWAGE  PURIFICATION.  — The  sewage  passes  directly 
to  the  tidal  river,  the  banks  of  which  are  fairly  steep  and  no  offen- 
sive matter  its  left  on  the  slopes.  A septic  tank  is  to  be  provided 
for  the  sewage  from  the  New  Housing  Scheme  to  be  erected  at 
Dovecroft. 

HOUSING. — Plans  are  nearing  completion  of  a further  33 
houses  at  Dovecroft. 

SCAVENGING.  — The  refuse  tip  at  the  embankment  has 
finally  been  “ filled-in  ” and  dumping  has  now  commenced  at  the 
new  tip  situated  at  Barrhill  Wood.  The  horse-drawn  lorry  is  to  be 
replaced  by  a motor  vehicle,  and  it  is  hoped  to  obtain  delivery  of 
this  in  the  near  future. 

NUISANCES  AND  COMPLAINTS. — Eight  complaints  were 
received  during  the  year,  these  were  mainly  in  connection  with 
drainage  defects,  defective  and  dirty  houses,  and  in  one  case 
beetles.  Twelve  visits  of  inspection  were  made,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  all  complaints  had  been  remedied. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS.— 31  visits  of  inspection 
were  made  to  the  various  Factories  and  Workshops  throughout 
the  Burgh,  but  nothing  was  found  to  which  exception  could  be 
taken. 
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BURGH  OF  GATEHOUSE. 

Report  by  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  1951. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — Work  has  proceeded  fairly  satisfactorily 
on  the  renewal  of  water  mains  and  the  provision  of  additional  filter 
beds,  and  ii  is  hoped  that  this  work  will  be  completed  in  the  near 

future. 

DRAINAGE. — The  drainage  system  continues  to  work  satis- 
factorily and  no  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 

SCAVENGING  AND  CLEANSING.— These  services  have 
continued  to  operate  successfully-  during  the  year. 

DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS. — There  is  one  Designated 
dairy  in  the  Burgh.  Milk  bottled  by  Messrs  Grierson,  Pulcree,  is 
retailed  within  the  Burgh  by  the  Stewartry  Dairy  Association  Ltd. 
On  inspection  the  premises  were  found  to  be  kept  satisfactorily. 

NUISANCES  and  COMPLAINTS.— During  the  year  three 
complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  defective  houses  and  defec- 
tive drainage.  Five  visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  in  all  cases 
the  defects  were  remedied. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS.— 18  visits  of  inspection 
were  made  to  Factories  and  Workshops  within  the  Burgh,  and 
nothing  was  found  to  which  exception  could  be  taken. 
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BURGH  OF  DALBEATTIE. 

Report  by  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  1951. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  — During-  the  year  a complaint  was 
received  of  an  objectionable  taste  in  the  water.  On  a sample  being 
taken  for  analysis,  it  was  found  to  have  a decided  “ mossy  ” taste, 
and  as  a remedy  the  filters  were  scoured  and  the  storage  tank 
{'leaned.  On  further  samples  being  submitted  to  the  analyst,  they 
were  found  to  be  free  from  the  objectionable  taste,  and  suitable  for 
dietetic  purposes. 

SEWAGE  AND  DRAINAGE  SYSTEM.  — There  were  no 
complaints  received  during  the  year  at  the  points  of  discharge  into 
the  River  Urr.  To  prevent  flooding  which  occurred  in  John  Street 
during  excessive  rainfall,  a “ Storm  Overflow  ” has  been  con- 
structed, and  this  has  remedied  the  nuisance. 

CLEANSING. — There  wrere  no  complaints  received  during 
the  year  in  respect  of  this  service.  Periodic  visits  were  made  to  the 
refuse  dump  at  Netherplace,  the  condition  of  which  was  found  to 
be  satisfactory.  Preparation  of  the  site  of  the  new  dump  at 
Aucheninnes  is  nearing  completion,  and  this  dump  can  be  brought 
into  use  when  required. 

HOUSING.— I here  were  three  houses  completed  by  Private 
Enterprise.  Of  these,  two  Johnston  Non-traditional  type  houses 
in  Moss  Road  were  constructed  and  occupied  during  the  year,  and 
these  houses  were  inspected  by  a representative  of  the  Department 
of  Health  and  approved.  Work  has  now  commenced  on  the  build- 
ing of  24  houses  of  this  type  on  the  Dumfries  Road  site. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCE. — The  public  convenience  in  the 
Town  Hall  building  is  most  satisfactory  and  no  complaint  or 
nuisance  has  arisen  therefrom. 

NUISANCES  AND  COMPLAINTS. — 18  nuisances  and  com- 
plaints were  received  and  investigated  during  the  year,  and  in  no 
case  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  statutory  action  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1897.  The  complaints  were  of  a general  nature, 
mainly  choked  drains,  dampness  in  houses,  defective  sanitary 
fittings,  and  vermin  infestation. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS.  — 28  inspections  were 
made  in  respect  of  Factories  and  Workshops,  and  in  4 cases  inti- 
mation of  lack  of  cleanliness  was  received,  and  in  each  case  the 
default  was  remedied.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  still  one 
case  outstanding  in  respect  of  W.C.  accommodation,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  this  wil  be  remedied  at  an  early  date. 
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BURGH  OF  NEW-GALLOWAY. 

Report  by  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  1951. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  — No  complaints  were  made  regarding 
the  water  supply  and  this  appeared  to  be  functioning  satisfactorily. 

DRAINAGE— T he  septic  tank  on  the  main  drain  was  cleaned 
out  during  the  year  and  everything  appeared  to  be  in  order. 

SCAVENGING  AND  CLEANSING. — 6 visits  were  made  to 
the  dump  during  the  year;  this  was  found  to  be  maintained  in  fairly 
satisfactory  condition.  The  cleaning  of  the  streets  appears  to  be 
always  well  attended  to. 

HOUSING.  — The  six  4-apartment  houses  erected  by  the  Town 
Council  were  completed  during  the  year  and  are  now  occupied. 
Work  on  the  Scheme  of  19  houses  erected  by  the  Forestry  Com- 
mission is  proceeding  slowly;  they  have  been  held  up  through 
labour  difficulties,  but  they  should  be  ready  for  occupation  during 
the  coming  year. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCE. — The  public  convenience  erected 
last  year  is  now  in  use  and  is  being  satisfactorily  maintained. 

COMPLAINTS— 2 complaints  were  received  during  the  year, 
both  were  of  a minor  nature  and  were  remedied  without  the  neces- 
sity of  statutory  proceedings.  3 visits  were  made  in  connection 
with  these  complaints. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS.— During  the  year  3 
inspections  of  workshops  and  workplaces  in  the  Burgh  were  made. 
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BURGH  OF  CASTLE-DOUGLAS. 

Annual  Report  by  Sanitary  Inspector  (or  Year  1951. 

REFUSE  REMOVAL.—  ! he  method  of  collecting  and 
removing  house  refuse  remained  on  the  same  principle  as  carried 
out  in  the  previous  year,  i.e.  by  one  7 cub.  yd.  vehicle.  The  daily 
yield  of  household  refuse  was  approximately  8 tons.  The  new 
Karrier  12  cub.  yd.  low  loading  refuse  vehicle,  which  was  expected 
to  arrive  in  the  Autumn,  is  now  due  for  delivery  in  the  Spring  ol 
1952. 

Four  hours  every  Wednesday  afternoon  are  reserved  for  the 
collection  of  waste  paper. 

Another  service  which  is  still  rendered  by  this  department  is 
the  removal  in  reasonable  quantities  of  garden  refuse. 

DISPOSAL. — The  method  of  disposal  is  still  by  controlled 
tipping  and  throughout  the  year  this  branch  of  the  work  gave  no 
cause  for  complaint. 

At  the  present  time  we  have  one  coup  situated  on  low  marshy 
ground.  This  dump  is  kept  under  periodic  inspection  bv  a part-  3 
time  man  whose  duty  it  is  to  spread  and  level  all  incoming  refuse, 
and  also  to  prevent  any  paper  from  blowing  into  adjoining  I 
property. 

STREET  SWEEPING. — Street  sweeping  was  performed  on 
the  same  lines  as  previously  and  continues  to  give  satisfaction. 
Particular  attention  is  given  to  the  daily  sweeping  of  classified 
roads,  and  the  periodic  emptying  of  street  gullies. 

SALVAGE. — During  the  year  74  tons  14  cwts.  of  baled  waste  j 
paper  were  collected,  bringing  in  an  income  of  ;£1051  18/6. 

NUISANCES  . — Most  of  the  nuisances  consisted  of  stoppages 
in  drains  pertaining  to  our  own  houses,  and  these  have  been  dealt 
with  satisfactorily.  Twenty  complaints  were  received  during  the 
year. 

15  referred  to  choked  drains. 

3 referred  to  dampness  on  outside  walls  of  Council  houses. 

2 referred  to  water  supply. 

With  regard  to  the  water  supply,  these  complaints  were  ol  * 
insufficient  pressure  and  were  remedied  by  scraping  of  the  water 
pipe. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS.— During  the  year  16 
visits  were  carried  out  and  in  general  the  premises  were  found  to 
be  kept  well,  clean  and  healthy. 
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SEWAGE  PURIFICATION  AND  DISPOSAL.— The  system 

of  sewage  purification  in  the  Burgh  was  operated  efficiently  during 
the  year.  More  care  was  stressed  with  the  operation  of  the  pump- 
ing arrangements  to  prevent  flooding  of  the  sedimentation  tanks 
during  periods  of  heavy  rain. 

HOUSE  DRAINAGE. — During  the  year  twenty  smoke  tests 
were  carried  out  at  the  housing  scheme  and  at  several  properties  in 
the  Burgh,  and  all  were  passed  as  satisfactory. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE.— Sixty  -two  visits  of  inspection  were 
paid  to  the  Slaughterhouse  during  the  year,  and  on  all  occasions 
it  was  found  that  the  premises  were  kept  in  good  cone: Son.  Lime- 
washing, painting  and  repairs  were  carried  out  in  the  Spring  of 
the  year  by  our  own  men  as  has  always  been  the  custom. 


During 

the  year 

the 

following 

number  of 

animals 

were 

slaughtered  : 

Month 

Oxen 

Cows 

Bulls 

Sheep 

Calves 

Swine 

Export 

Sheep 

January 

62 

8 

409 

994 

2 

4696 

February 

33 

36 

4 

482 

1418 

9 

1360 

March  

39 

49 

7 

397 

1794 

4 

April  

43 

63 

11 

249 

1230 

4 

May  

48 

62 

15 

391 

541 

29 

June  

18 

26 

10 

220 

319 

5 

July  

58 

49 

5 

184 

279 

5 

August  

124 

86 

9 

587 

255 

4 

1260 

September 

136 

42 

4 

652 

697 

— 

4154 

October  

35 

45 

2 

981 

2002 

3 

5360 

November 

86 

56 

1 

1859 

1122 

3 

4968 

December 

114 

51 

2 

528 

824 

16 

2160 

Total 

780 

627 

78 

6939 

11475 

84 

23958 

Class  of  Animal 

No.  Slaughtered 

Oxen 

780 

Cows 

627 

Bulls 

78 

Sheep 

6939 

Calves 

11475 

Swine 

84 

Export  Sheep 

23958 

43941 

Visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  Butchers,  Fishmongers, 
Fruit  and  other  shops  in  the  Burgh,  and  it  was  found  that  all 
premises  were  kept  in  good  condition. 


SCHOOLS  . — All  the  schools  in  the  Burgh  are  kept  in  a clean 
condition  and  buildings  in  good  order.  The  cleansing  and  flushing 
o!  all  sanitary  conveniences  receive  good  attention. 
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WATER. — During  the  year  the  water  supply  at  Loch  Roan 
maintained  a fairly  constant  level.  The  average  water  level  for  the 
year  was  99". 

The  annual  consumption  of  water  for  the  year  1951  was 
83,252,000  gallons  for  the  Burgh  and  district,  a decrease  of 
5,105,600  gallons.  This  shows  a daily  consumption  of  228,000 
gallons. 

HOUSING. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year  22  4-partment  and 
18  3-apartment  houses  were  under  construction.  3 4-apartment 
houses  of  the  previous  development  were  completed  and  occupied 
in  the  Spring. 

PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE.  — 2 houses  were  completed  during 
the  year,  and  there  were  4 under  construction. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS. — The  following  improve- 
ments were  carried  out  at  existing  properties  during  the  year:  — 
Mrs  Margaret  Murray,  15  and  16  King  Street. — Bathroom  accom- 
modation. 

Mrs  M‘Kie,  18  Queen  Street. — Bathroom  accommodation. 

Mrs  Morrison,  138  Queen  Street.- — Bathroom  accommodation. 

A.  C.  Murdoch,  115  Queen  Street.- — Sanitary  improvements,  &c. 
Miss  Macgregor,  Benmore. — Division  of  house  into  two  flats. 

Mrs  M‘Coskerie,  13  Cotton  Street.— Bathroom  accommodation. 
Miss  Bone,  Lochvale. — Conversion  of  store  into  house. 

Minor  Warrants. 

R.  W.  Johnston,  Victoria  Hotel. — Conversion  of  coalhouse  to 
Gents.’  sanitary  convenience. 

J.  Y.  MTntosh,  Royal  Hotel. — Conversion  of  old  store  into 
kitchen. 

F.  Walker  & Son,  79  King  Street. — Installation  of  W.C.  accom- 
modation. 

Reps,  of  James  Haugh,  11  Ernespie  Road. — Installation  of  bath- 
room accommodation. 

A.  Gilbert,  189  King  Street.— Installation  of  sink. 

New  Factory. 

Messrs  Wigtown  & District  Egg  Graders,  Limited. — Egg  Grading 
Depot  at  Dalbeattie  Road. 

GENERAL  INSPECTIONS. — The  Public  Conveniences  at 
the  top  and  lower  ends  of  the  town  are  kept  clean  and  well  looked 
after  and  still  continue  to  be  of  great  service  to  the  public. 


Castle-Douglas, 
July,  1 952. 


ROBERT  G.  FORBES. 


i 


-- 


» ( 


